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a rival to that which had been established on a basis of
democratic public opinion. All this was clearly done with
the object of gaining presage for the rebels, and in order
to embarrass the representative of the legitimate government
in his efforts to protest at Geneva against the help which
had been rendered and was being rendered by Germany,
Italy, and Portugal to the insurgents. Franco was quite
honest and sincere about it all. In a military sense, the
campaign had so far gone in favour of the rebels. The
surprising feature of that campaign was that those rebel
forces, representing nine-tenths of the trained and equipped
army, had not yet succeeded in winning a decisive victory-
over the ill-trained and very ill-equipped Government
forces, which they had taken completely by surprise. The
fact was that the Government, with behind it the ordinary-
people, the workers and peasants, and an intense feeling of
the sheer justice of their cause, had held up the rebels and
created a military position almost of deadlock when, by all
the rules of the game, the trained and externally helped
army of the rebels ought to have finished the whole business
in less than a month. It was a remarkable example of what
a people can do.
How great was the help rendered from outside to the
rebels was disclosed to the League of Nations. Definite
and documented charges of intervention in the Spanish
Civil War by Germany, Italy, and Portugal were made in
Notes published at Geneva on ist October by the Spanish
delegation. In his Note to the German Government, Senor
del Vayo, Spanish Foreign Minister, protesting against
" continual aid sent to the rebels from Germany," specified
as instances :
i. The landing at Azuaga, on pth August, for want of
petrol, of a Junker 52 war aeroplane.